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Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment filed on 4/1 1/06 has been entered. Claims 1-15, 17-26 and 28-39 remain 
pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-15, 17-26 and 28-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 
Wactlar, et al. (5,835,667) in view of Feix (US 4,449,189). 

Wactlar discloses an information tracker (Abstract, Fig. 1; cols. 4-5, lines 30-35) that 
contains a content analyzer with a memory that stores content data received from information of 
machine-sources (video signals, cable and satellite television, audio and radio) an a set of 
machine-readable instructions for analyzing the content data according to query criteria (Figs. 1- 
2 and cols. 4-7 and 11-12); an input device communicatively connected to the content analyzer 
that permits a user to interact with the content analyzer (Figs. 4-5; cols. 11-15); and a display 
device communicatively connected to the content analyzer for displaying a result of analysis of 
the content data performed by the content analyzer (Figs. 4-6; cols. 17-18) wherein, according to 
the set of machine-readable instructions, the processor of the content analyzer analyzes the 
content data to extract and index one or more stories related to the query criteria (Figs. 1-2.; cols. 
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4-7) and wherein, the processor of the content analyzer uses the query criteria to spot a subject in 
the content data, extract one or more stories from the content data, resolve the inference names in 
the extracted one or more stories, and display a link to the extracted one or more stories on the 
display device (Figs. 1-2, col. 9, cols. 17-18) and wherein, in addition to displaying the link to 
the extracted one or more stories, the content information about the subject to display one or 
more links to a shopping web-site, such that the user can purchase goods related to the subject 
(Figs. 1-2; col. 9. cols. 17-18 - sale to users). 

Wactlar discloses that the names in the extracted stories are resolved and inferenced 
using ontology (cols. 4-5, col. 7). 

Wactlar discloses that if more that one store is extracted the processor indexes the stories 
according to name, topic and keyword (cols. 4-5, and 7-1 1). 

Wactlar discloses that the stories are further ordered based on causality relationship 
and/or temporal relation ship and/or alphabetically (cols. 7-1 1). 

Wactlar discloses that the query criteria includes a request input by the user through the 
input device and the processor analyzes the content data according to the request and a user 
profile, which includes information about the user's interests, which can be updated by 
integrating information in the request with existing information in the user profile (cols. 14-15 
and 17-18). 

Wactlar does not disclose a content analyzer comprising a person spotting function that 
can extract faces, speech, and text but Feix discloses a processor of the machine-readable 
instructions that extract faces, speech, and text from the content data, makes a first match for the 
extracted faces, makes a second match of known voices to the extracted speech, scans the 
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extracted text to make a third match to known names, and calculates the probability of a 
particular person being present in the content data base on the first, second, and third matches 
(see abs.; col. 6, line 61 to col. 7, line 68; a system for identifying an individual through a 
combination of both speech and face recognition, the voice is compared in a pattern matcher with 
a previously stored voice signature of a known person to obtain a first similarity score and at the 
same time, a momentary image of that person's mouth region onto which a grid pattern has been 
projected is optically recorded and compared with the previously stored corresponding 
momentary image to obtain a second similarity score, the two scores are analyzed to verify that 
the identity of the interrogated person is that of the known person). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the content analyzer the make matches for the speech, text, and face as 
taught by Feix into the system of Wactlar because it would provide an improved system and 
method for organizing, retrieving and viewing media content on an automatic personalized basis 
(page 2, [0012]). 

Claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons set forth above in claims 9, and 12-13. 

Wactlar discloses a person spotting function that matches known faces to extracted faces, 
known voices to extracted voices, scans the extracted text to match known names and calculates 
a probability of a particular person being present (Fig.6; cols. 11-13, cols. 17-18). 

Wactlar discloses that the content analyzer is communicatively connected to a second 
information source for providing access to additional content data, the additional content data 
being analyzed for relevant stories (Fig. 1 - Extra Footage, New Video Footage; col. 6 - it is 
preferable that the raw video material incorporates not only television footage but also the 
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unedited source materials, shown generally as extra footage - raw material could also include 
pure text, audio only or video only). 

As per claims 20 and 21, the system Feix is capable of tracking an information wherein 
the content data is an audio signal and wherein the information source is a radio station as 
claimed (speech or voice detection from any source). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the audio signal as taught by Feix into the system of Wactlar for the same 
reasons given in claim 1 . 

As per claims 22-25, Feix discloses a system wherein the content analyzer is 
communicatively connected to a second information source for providing access to additional 
content data, the additional content data being analyzed for relevant stories (fig. 1, 101, 102, 
103); wherein the additional content data is analyzed according to a first approach wherein terms 
are extracted from the query criteria and used to pose a search request of the second information 
source (page col. 6, line 61 to col. 7, line 68). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the query approach and the scanning approach as taught by Feix into the 
system of Wactlar for the same reasons given in claim 1 . 

Method claims 28-36 and 38 are rejected for the same reasons set forth above. 

Wactlar discloses that indexing occurs according to predetermined criteria, extracting a 
causality relationship, and extracting a temporal relationship, calculating a rating for each of the 
extracted stories from one or more characteristics of the extracted stories and prioritizing the 
extracted stories (cols. 4-5, cols. 7-1 1). 
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Wactlar discloses creating a hyperlinked index (cols. 4-5 and throughout - discloses that 
the system is utilized on-line and on the Internet and thus would be hyperlinked). 

Wactlar discloses that the content analyzer is centrally located and the user accesses the 
content analyzer via a communications network (cols. 4-5 and throughout - discloses that the 
system is on-line and on the Internet). 

Information tracing retrieval system claim 39 is rejected for the reasons set forth above. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 4/11/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

There are no arguments to respond at this time since Applicant is right in arguing that 
Thomas is not a proper reference under 35 USC 103 (a) because the invention and the presently 
claimed invention were, at the time the presently claimed invention was made, owned by the 
same person or subject to an obligation of assignment to the same person. There were no 
arguments about the Wactlar reference at this time. Claims 1-15, 17-26 and 28-39 remain 
rejected. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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• Lambert (US 5,012,522) discloses a machine that is capable of locating human 
faces in video scenes with random content within two minutes and capable of 
recognizing the faces that it locates. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald Laneau whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6784. The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30 - 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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rl 



